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Kobe International Blockchain Research Centre and Finetiq Announce 

Global Collaboration 

Companies sign a Memorandum of Understanding  

Kobe and Hong Kong — Today, Kobe International Blockchain Research Centre and 

Finetiq announced the signing of a memorandum of understanding establishing a global 

collaboration between the two firms. Through this collaboration, Finetiq and Kobe International 

Blockchain Research Centre aim to support the development of a strong entrepreneurial and 

knowledge hub in Kobe, Japan focused on maximizing the opportunities presented by distributed 

ledger technology. 

 Maurizio Raffone, CEO at Finetiq, said “Finetiq’s market knowledge and consulting 

services in Japan and Asia are well recognized. We are delighted to support the vibrant eco-system 

of the Kobe International Blockchain Research Centre with our financial markets and business 

experience and look forward to working with Jonathan, Yamamoto-san and their collaborators”. 

Jonathan Morgan, Founder and President at Kobe International Blockchain Research Centre, said 

“the MOU opens up immense opportunity for us to strengthen the innovation ecosystems in Japan 

and pave way for international collaborations. While we aim to harness the potential of blockchain 

technology and encourage innovations such as Fintech, cross border inter-operable network is one 

of the key pillars that could help startups and businesses sustain growth and accelerate the 
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country’s economic development. We believe through this collaboration, we could instigate 

growth and scalability to Japan’s SME (Small Medium Enterprises) and startups by connecting 

them to international markets and innovation ecosystems. We are excited to take on this journey 

with Maurizio, Hoshino-san and their partners.” 

 

About Kobe International Blockchain Research Centre (Kobeibrc) 

Kobe international blockchain research centre is a platform for digital enthusiast to learn, 

collaborate with startups and businesses, and build networks around the world. Focusing on 

blockchain research and development, we provide education and awareness on technological 

advancement including Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning, and Internet of Things (IOT) 

that could integrate with distributed ledger technologies (DLT). For more information on 

Kobeibrc, visit https://www.kobeibrc.com/ 

 

 

About Finetiq 

Finetiq is a FinTech consulting and business development firm operating primarily in Hong 

Kong and Japan. Finetiq’s team of capital markets and technology veterans is focused on 

supporting FinTech companies develop and implement highly effective business models across 

Asia. For more information on Finetiq, visit https://www.finetiq.io  
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